Z podanych odpowiedzi wybierz właściwą, zgodną z treścią tekstu. Zakreśl literę A, B, C lub D.


The poems of the Scottish poet Robert Burns are known and loved by Scottish people everywhere, and his birthday, 25th January, is still celebrated in memory of him.

He wrote many poems in English, but the kind of English verse that was fashionable at the time did not suit his style, so in his best poetry he instead used the dialect of his own county of Ayrshire, in Scotland. In this Scots dialect, he wrote all kinds of poems. These poems ranged from beautiful and tender songs, to angry verses written to show his dislike of people who hated gaiety or pretended to be better than they were. He also wrote comic and dramatic stories in verse. Some of the songs he wrote, for example, Auld Lang Syne, are famous to thousands who know very little about Scotland.

Burns was born in 1759 into a poor farming family. As a boy, he had to work very hard in the fields, but he loved reading. In spite of his poverty, he was happy and loved. At a very young age, he began to write poetry. However, it wasn’t until he was twenty-six that his book of poems, chiefly in the Scottish dialect, was published. Before publication, his poems had been passed round among his friends and acquaintances for their approval.

His father died when Burns was a young man. After his father’s death, he had to take care of his brothers and sisters, whom he helped all his life, even though he had little money himself. After the father of Jean Armour, the girl he loved, had forbidden her to marry him, Burns decided to take a job in Jamaica. However, before he was due to leave, his first book of poems was published in 1786. Almost immediately, it became a great success and Burns decided to stay in Scotland.

Two years after his success, Burns at last married Jean Armour and rented a farm near Dumfries, but he was unable to run the farm at a profit. Eventually, he managed to get a job in a government organisation, though he became rather unpopular in fashionable circles because he admired the French Revolution, which the British government disapproved of.

He had times of sadness and illness, but he went on writing fine poetry. He died when he was only thirty-seven from heart disease, from which he had suffered since his youth.


1 Burns didn’t enjoy
A English literature.
B the poetry style popular at that time.
C using comic elements in his poems.
D his local dialect.
2 His works
A are not known outside Scotland.
B include only poems.
C show his ability to write about many different subjects.
D reflect his general dislike for other people.
3 After his success,
A he decided to move to Jamaica.
B he changed his former decision.
C Jean Armour’s father forbade him to marry his daughter.
D he lost his father.
4 The purpose of the text is to
A explain the content of Burns’s poetry.
B encourage people to read and write poetry.
C celebrate the anniversary of Burns’s birth.
D give an outline of Burns’s life and work.
5 The text states that
A it was difficult to be a poet in the 18th century.
B Burns died unexpectedly before his career really started.
C Burns had a difficult but quite successful life.
D Burns made a mistake using a Scottish dialect in his works.

KLUCZ:
1 B 2 C 3 B 4 D 5 C

Przeczytaj tekst. Dobierz właściwy nagłówek (A–G) do każdego fragmentu tekstu. Wpisz odpowiednią literę w miejsca 1–5. Uwaga: dwa nagłówki zostały podane dodatkowo i nie pasują do żadnego fragmentu tekstu.
A A natural mechanism
B Confident of their skills
C Positive about the future
D Low self-esteem
E Knowing their luck
F Fortunate at work
G Lucky despite difficulties1 __
Many of us know people who hardly ever seem to fail even if their chances of success are low. They do little revision before an exam and get questions just about what they have studied. Or, they go to a job interview and get the job although they are not the best candidates. Fortune always seems to smile on them.
2 __
As time passes, the lucky ones begin to notice their good luck. They become more confident and are not afraid to take risks. As they decide to take up more challenges, their confidence grows, even if they do fail at times.
3 __
This is because people who consider themselves to be lucky tend to remember fortunate events and try to forget the times when they failed. This is common and completely normal as that way people build their self-esteem and focus on pleasant memories.
4 __
However, most people do not like to think that they are simply born fortunate and they would not succeed without their good luck. Studies have shown that a lot of those lucky people come to believe that they owe their success to their own talents and abilities rather than just luck.
5 __
Not surprisingly, those who think of themselves as the lucky ones are optimists. They believe that their luck will continue in their lives. They hardly ever waste time worrying about any difficulties that life might bring and even if it does, they are sure to deal with them successfully.
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